
List of Texas Cities/Counties Emergency Orders 
 

Texas does not have a statewide shelter-in-place order, and none of the existing state orders 
define essential businesses. Here is a link to the Governor’s order that most directly impacts 
veterinary medicine, which, in part, ordered licensed healthcare facilities to postpone surgeries 
and procedures not immediately medically necessary. The order expressed concern regarding 
the unnecessary depletion of hospital capacity and personal protective equipment (PPE). It 
further stated that the prohibition does not apply to procedures performed within the proper 
standards of care that don’t deplete hospital capacity or the PPE supply. The reference most 
applicable to veterinary medicine references the necessity not to deplete the PPE needed to cope 
with the COVID- 19 disaster. 
 
Cities and Counties with Emergency or Disaster Orders in Place (LINKS) 
 
Anderson County 
Aransas County 
Bastrop County 
Bee County 
Bell County 
 
• Bell County/City of Killeen: Veterinary care and welfare services to animals are essential 

businesses that can continue to operate. 
o Judge Blackburn orders a “stay home, stay safe” order, effective March 23 until April 

3. 
o Full details of the Bell County order can be found here.  

 
Bexar County 
 
• City of San Antonio/Bexar County: Veterinary clinics are exempted businesses listed under 

“healthcare services,” includes all healthcare services provided to animals and provides that 
the exemption shall be viewed broadly to avoid any impacts to the delivery of healthcare.  
o Mayor Nirenberg and Judge Wolff’s order runs March 23 to April 9.  
o Full details of the City of San Antonio order can be found here.  
o Full details of the Bexar County order can be found here. 

 
Blanco County 
Bowie County 
Brazoria County 
 
• Brazoria County: Veterinary clinics are essential businesses listed under “essential healthcare 

operations.” The order provides that, “Healthcare operations also includes veterinary care 
and all health and welfare services provided to animals.” This exemption shall be viewed 
broadly to avoid any impacts to the delivery of healthcare. 

o Judge Matt Sebesta issued a shelter-in-place order to be effective March 26 through 
April 3.  

o Full details of the Brazoria County order can be found here. 

https://gov.texas.gov/uploads/files/press/EO-GA_09_COVID-19_hospital_capacity_IMAGE_03-22-2020.pdf
http://www.co.anderson.tx.us/upload/page/3156/docs/Order%20to%20Stay%20At%20Home%20Anderson%20County%20Updated%204-2-20.pdf
https://www.aransascountytx.gov/main/docs/ordinances/03-30-2020%20Amended%20Order%20To%20Stay%20At%20Home.pdf
https://www.co.bastrop.tx.us/upload/page/0279/docs/Bastrop%20County%20COVID-19%20Update%20with%20ORDER%203-30-2020.pdf
http://www.co.bee.tx.us/upload/page/9916/docs/Joint%20Order%20of%20the%20Bee%20County%20Judge%20and%20the%20Mayor%20of%20Beeville%20to%20Stay%20at%20Home.pdf
https://www.bellcountytx.com/COVID19/032320%20bell%20county%20directive%203.pdf
https://www.bellcountytx.com/COVID19/032320%20bell%20county%20directive%203.pdf
https://www.bexar.org/DocumentCenter/View/26253/Executive-Order-NW-03---Judge-Nelson-Wolff---March-23-2020?bidId=
https://www.sanantonio.gov/Portals/0/Files/health/COVID19/Website%20Docs/Emergency%20Declaration%20No.%205.pdf?ver=2020-03-23-175107-393
https://www.bexar.org/DocumentCenter/View/26253/Executive-Order-NW-03---Judge-Nelson-Wolff---March-23-2020?bidId=
http://www.co.blanco.tx.us/upload/page/3986/Blanco%20County%20Order%20to%20Stay%20at%20Home%20revised%204-7-20.pdf
http://www.co.bowie.tx.us/upload/page/2612/EMERGENCY%20DECLARATION%203-27-2020.pdf
https://www.brazoriacountytx.gov/home/showdocument?id=11837
https://www.brazoriacountytx.gov/home/showdocument?id=11837


 
Brewster County 
Brazos County 
 
• Brazos County: “Healthcare operations” are considered “essential activities” that include all 

veterinary care and all health and welfare services provided to animals. This exemption shall 
be viewed broadly to avoid any impacts to the delivery of healthcare. 

o Judge Peters issued a shelter-in-place order to be effective March 24 through April 7. 
The order exempts essential employees and businesses.  

o Full details of the Brazos County order can be found here. 
 
Briscoe County 
Brooks County 
Brown County 
Burnet County 
Caldwell County 
Cameron County 
 
• Cameron County: Shelter-in-place order does not apply to travel for “healthcare operations,” 

which includes veterinary care and all healthcare services provided to animals. A healthcare 
operation is an essential business. If someone in a household tests positive for COVID-19, 
they must isolate at home. 

o Judge Trevino announced a mandatory shelter-in-place order for Cameron County 
that runs March 25 through April 8.  

o Full details of the Cameron County order can be found here. 
 
Cass County 
Castro County 
Chambers County 
Clay County 
Collin County 
 
• Collin County: Order did not close any businesses but orders them to increase social 

distancing.  
o Collin County issued a seven-day stay-at-home order on March 24. 
o Full details of the Collin County order can be found here. 

 
Comal County 
Coryell County 
Crosby County 
Culberson County 
Dallas County 
 
• City of Dallas/Dallas County: Veterinary clinics are essential businesses listed under 

“essential healthcare operations.” The order provides that, “Healthcare operations also 
includes veterinary care and all health and welfare services provided to animals.” This 
exemption shall be viewed broadly to avoid any impacts to the delivery of healthcare. The 

http://www.brewstercountytx.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Press-Release-Order-of-Brewster-County-Judge-for-Shelter-in-Place-March-31-2020.pdf
http://www.brazoscountytx.gov/DocumentCenter/View/3073
http://www.brazoscountytx.gov/DocumentCenter/View/3073
http://www.co.briscoe.tx.us/upload/page/5181/shelter2.pdf
http://www.co.brooks.tx.us/upload/page/5150/20200327154753548.pdf
http://www.browncountytx.org/upload/page/0845/2020/Limited%20Stay%20at%20Home%20order%202020-02.pdf
http://www.burnetcountytexas.org/upload/page/0271/Press%20Release%20with%20Order%203.25.20.pdf
http://www.co.caldwell.tx.us/upload/page/4091/Stay%20Home%20Stay%20Safe.pdf
https://www.cameroncounty.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/03.23.2020-Third-Supplemental-Emergency-Management-Order-with-Countywide-Shelter-in-Place.pdf
https://www.cameroncounty.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/03.23.2020-Third-Supplemental-Emergency-Management-Order-with-Countywide-Shelter-in-Place.pdf
http://www.co.cass.tx.us/upload/page/1197/FIRST%20AMENDED%20RENEWAL...WITH%20ADDENDUM.pdf
http://www.co.castro.tx.us/upload/page/1476/docs/Public%20Health%20Emergency%20Declaration.pdf
https://www.co.chambers.tx.us/upload/page/0138/Executive%20Order%20-%20Stay%20Safe%20-%203-24-20.pdf
http://www.co.cass.tx.us/upload/page/1197/FIRST%20AMENDED%20RENEWAL...WITH%20ADDENDUM.pdf
https://www.collincountytx.gov/public_information/news/Documents/20200324%20Chris%20Hill%20Executive%20Order%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.collincountytx.gov/public_information/news/Documents/20200324%20Chris%20Hill%20Executive%20Order%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.co.comal.tx.us/covid19/Executive%20Order%20SK-01%20Related%20to%20COVID-19.pdf
https://www.coryellcounty.org/upload/page/8964/2020/Press%20Release%208%20April%2020.pdf
http://www.co.crosby.tx.us/upload/page/8061/2020/resolution4620.pdf
http://www.co.culberson.tx.us/upload/page/1567/2020/ORDER%20NO.%203-RE-SHELTER%20IN%20PLACE%20DECLARATION.pdf
https://www.dallascounty.org/Assets/uploads/docs/covid-19/orders-media/040620-AmendedOrder.pdf


order further provides that, “Healthcare operations do not include elective medical, surgical 
and dental procedures.” “(f) All elective medical, surgical and dental procedures are 
prohibited anywhere in Dallas County. Hospitals, ambulatory surgery centers, dental offices 
and other medical facilities are directed to identify procedures that are deemed ‘elective’ by 
assessing which procedures can be postponed or cancelled based on patient risk considering 
the emergency need for redirection of resources to COVID-19 response.” According to the 
City of Dallas FAQs (linked below), exempted services do not include elective veterinary 
medical, surgical and dental procedures.  
o Judge Clay Jenkins issued a “stay home, stay safe” order that runs March 23 to April 

3.  
o Dallas has begun community-wide testing (must show symptoms).  
o Mayor Johnson clarified his order to include all residents within the city limits of 

Dallas, regardless if their residence falls within the Dallas County lines.  
o Full details of the Dallas County order can be found here.  
o Full details of the City of Dallas order can be found here.  

 
Deaf Smith County 
Denton County 
 
• Denton County/City of Denton: Veterinary clinics are essential businesses listed under 

“essential healthcare operations.” The order provides that, “Healthcare operations also 
includes veterinary care and all health and welfare services provided to animals. This 
exemption shall be viewed broadly to avoid any impacts to the delivery of healthcare.” The 
order further provides that, “Healthcare operations do not include elective medical, surgical 
and dental procedures pursuant to Section 2(f) of this Order. (f) All elective medical, surgical 
and dental procedures are prohibited anywhere in the City of Denton. Hospitals, ambulatory 
surgery centers, dental offices and other medical facilities are directed to identify procedures 
that are deemed ‘elective’ by assessing which procedures can be postponed or canceled based 
on patient risk considering the emergency need for the redirection of resources to COVID-19 
response.” 

o Denton County Judge Andy Eads and City of Denton Mayor Chris Watts jointly issued 
an amended executive order for Denton County and a second Mayoral declaration of 
disaster and order for the City of Denton requiring residents to stay at home effective 
March 25  for seven days unless renewed. 

o Full details of the City of Denton order can be found here. 
 
Duval County 
Ector County 
El Paso County 
 
• City of El Paso/El Paso County: Veterinary clinics are essential businesses listed under 

“healthcare operations” and includes all veterinary care and all health and welfare services 
provided to animals. This exemption shall be viewed broadly to avoid any impacts to the 
delivery of healthcare. 

https://www.dallascounty.org/Assets/uploads/docs/judge-jenkins/covid-19/03232020-AmendedOrder.pdf
https://dallascityhall.com/DCH%20Documents/covid19/FAQ%20stay%20at%20home%20regulations%20-%20ENGLISH.pdf
http://www.co.deaf-smith.tx.us/upload/page/8039/Exension%20of%20First%20Amended%20Declaration%20of%20Disaster%20Dated%20April%207%202020.pdf
https://www.cityofdentonnews.com/post/denton-county-city-of-denton-issue-stay-at-home-mandates
https://44b2c816-e80a-4f9b-9383-d4e463c94f4c.usrfiles.com/ugd/44b2c8_077eae508a65469db3bd7b31fe8b8cf7.pdf
http://www.co.duval.tx.us/users/20200327_Duval%20County%20Stay%20Home%20Order.pdf
http://www.co.ector.tx.us/upload/page/7920/docs/Declaration%20of%20Local%20Disaster%20Related%20to%20Coronavirus%20COVID-19.pdf
http://www.epcounty.com/documents/Order%20No.%207%20County%20Judge%20Stay%20Home%20Work%20Safe%20Order.pdf


o Judge Ricardo Samaniego and Mayor Dee Margo issued “stay home, work safe” orders 
March 24 continuing until otherwise terminated, rescinded, superseded or amended 
by the County Judge or Commissioners Court. 

o Full details of the El Paso County order can be found here. 
 
Ellis County 
Erath County 
Fort Bend County 
Frio County 
Galveston County 
 
• Galveston County/League City: Veterinary clinics are essential businesses listed under 

“essential healthcare operations.” The order provides that, “Healthcare operations also 
includes veterinary care and all health and welfare services provided to animals. This 
exemption shall be viewed broadly to avoid any impacts to the delivery of healthcare. The 
order further provides that, “Healthcare operations do not include elective medical, surgical 
and dental procedures pursuant to Section 2(f) of this Order.” “(f) All elective medical, 
surgical, and dental procedures are prohibited anywhere in the City of Denton. Hospitals, 
ambulatory surgery centers, dental offices, and other medical facilities are directed to identify 
procedures that are deemed "elective" by assessing which procedures can be postponed or 
canceled based on patient risk considering the emergency need for the redirection of 
resources to COVID-19 response. 

o Judge Mark Henry issued a stay-at-home order March 24 through April 3.  
o Full details of the Galveston County order can be found here. 

 
Gregg County 

 
• City of Longview/Gregg County: Veterinary clinics are essential businesses. 

o The City of Longview and Gregg County have issued mandatory orders for residents 
to shelter-in-place March 26 through April 9. 

o Full details can be found here or here (order text not available). 
 
Guadalupe County 
Hale County 
Hansford County 
Harrison County 
Hardin County 
Harris County 
 
• City of Houston/Harris County: Veterinary clinics are essential businesses listed under 

“healthcare services,” includes all healthcare services provided to animals and provides that 
the exemption shall be viewed broadly to avoid any impacts to the delivery of healthcare.  
o Harris County Judge Linda Hidlago issued a “stay home, work safe” order March 24 

through April 3. 
o Full details of the Harris County order can be found here. 

Hays County 

http://www.epcounty.com/documents/Order%20No.%207%20County%20Judge%20Stay%20Home%20Work%20Safe%20Order.pdf
https://co.ellis.tx.us/DocumentCenter/View/11040/Ellis-County-Stay-Home-Stay-Safe-Order
https://co.erath.tx.us/DocumentCenter/View/1220/Erath-Order-Declaring-Disaster-3-25-2020-PDF
https://www.fortbendcountytx.gov/home/showdocument?id=53583
http://www.co.frio.tx.us/upload/page/1949/SHELTER%20IN%20PLACE%20ORDER.pdf
http://www.galvestoncountytx.gov/CJ/Documents/Stay%20at%20Home%20Order%20-3-23-2020.pdf
http://www.galvestoncountytx.gov/CJ/Documents/Stay%20at%20Home%20Order%20-3-23-2020.pdf
https://www.longviewtexas.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=2562
https://www.longviewtexas.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=2562
https://www.longviewtexas.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8544/COVID-19-Essential-vs-Nonessential-Businesses---Infographic
https://www.co.guadalupe.tx.us/commcourt/covid19/pr_2020-04-03-1658.pdf
http://www.halecounty.org/docs/Judge's%20Disaster%20Declaration%20Order%20Number%201--revised2.pdf
http://www.co.hansford.tx.us/upload/page/4369/docs/Stay%20at%20Home%20Order.pdf
http://www.co.harrison.tx.us/county%20judge/COVID-19/AmendedDeclaration2020-03-31.pdf
http://www.co.hardin.tx.us/upload/page/3683/docs/COVID-19/Executive%20Order%20Number%20WM%2004%20Order%20to%20Stay%20at%20Home.pdf
https://houstonemergency.org/wp-content/uploads/03-24-20-Stay-Home-Work-Safe-Order-by-the-County-Judge.pdf
https://houstonemergency.org/wp-content/uploads/03-24-20-Stay-Home-Work-Safe-Order-by-the-County-Judge.pdf
https://hayscountytx.com/download/commissioners_court/county_judge/COVID-Order-3.pdf


 
• Hays County: The order lists veterinary care provided to animals is an essential business listed 

under “essential healthcare services.” “Healthcare operations also includes veterinary care 
and all health and welfare services provided to animals.” This exemption shall be viewed 
broadly to avoid any impacts to the delivery of healthcare. The order further provides that, 
“Healthcare operations do not include elective medical, surgical and dental procedures.” 

o Judge Ruben Becerra announced that Hays County will be issuing a shelter-at-home 
order and an 11 p.m. curfew in Hays County.  

o Full details of the Hays County order can be found here. 
 
Henderson County 
Hidalgo County 

 
• Hidalgo County: Order prohibits social gathering or events of 10 or more people and enacts 

a curfew between the hours of 10 p.m. to 5 a.m. (does not apply to travel to essential 
businesses, retail, medical and critical infrastructure). The order states that non-essential 
businesses are prohibited, gives some examples and does not apply to essential retail 
establishments or medical facilities as long as precautions are taken (not defined). Critical 
infrastructure is to remain operational including “agriculture and food supply.” 

o County Judge Richard Cortez issued the order March 22 to April 5. 
o Full details of the Hidalgo County order can be found here.  

 
Hockley County 
Hood County 
Hunt County 

 
• Hunt County: Veterinary care provided to animals is an essential business listed under 

“essential healthcare operations,” which provides that the exemption shall be viewed 
broadly to avoid any impacts to the delivery of healthcare. The order further provides that, 
“Healthcare operations do not include elective medical, surgical and dental procedures as 
established in sub section 1(f) of this order. (f) All elective medical, surgical, and dental 
procedures are prohibited anywhere in Hunt county. Hospitals, ambulatory surgery centers, 
dental offices and other medical facilities are directed to identify procedures that are deemed 
‘elective’ by assessing which procedures can be postponed or cancelled based on patient risk 
considering the emergency need for redirection of resources to COVID-19 response.” 
o The Hunt County Commissioner’s Court issued a shelter-in-place, or "stay at home" 

order, that runs March 15 through April 3 unless officials choose to extend the order. 
o Full details of the Hunt County order can be found here.  

 
 
Jasper County 
Jeff Davis County 
Jefferson County 
Jim Wells County 
Johnson County 
Kinney County 

https://hayscountytx.com/download/commissioners_court/county_judge/COVID-Order-3.pdf
https://www.henderson-county.com/home/showdocument?id=12394
https://www.hidalgocounty.us/DocumentCenter/View/36671/3222020-Amended-Emergency-Order
https://www.hidalgocounty.us/DocumentCenter/View/36671/3222020-Amended-Emergency-Order
http://www.co.hockley.tx.us/upload/page/4402/2020/20200406133102039.pdf
https://co.hood.tx.us/DocumentCenter/View/11530/20200325-Executive-Order-of-Hood-County-Judge?bidId=
http://www.huntcounty.net/upload/page/9857/docs/Disaster%20Resolution%20STAY%20IN%20PLACE.pdf
http://www.huntcounty.net/upload/page/9857/docs/Disaster%20Resolution%20STAY%20IN%20PLACE.pdf
http://www.co.jasper.tx.us/upload/page/1137/Jasper%20County%20Second%20Amended%20Emergency%20Order%20COVID-19.pdf
http://www.co.jeff-davis.tx.us/upload/page/6585/docs/Order%202020-02%20Jeff%20Davis%20Cty%20Comm%20Court%20Part%202%20Shelter%20In%20Place.pdf
https://co.jefferson.tx.us/Documents/Coronavirus%20Docs/SEVENTH%20AMENDED%20EMERGENCY%20ORDER.pdf
https://www.co.jim-wells.tx.us/upload/page/0043/docs/Stay%20at%20home%20order.pdf
http://www.johnsoncountytx.org/home/showdocument?id=8691
http://www.co.kinney.tx.us/upload/page/0335/2020/Amended%20Declaration%20of%20Local%20%20Disaster%20for%20Public%20Health%20Emergency%20for%20Kinney%20County.pdf


Kaufman County 
  Kennedy County 
Kleberg County 

 
• Kleberg County: Veterinary clinics are essential businesses listed under “essential healthcare 

operations.” The order provides that, “Healthcare operations also includes veterinary care 
and all health and welfare services provided to animals.” This exemption shall be viewed 
broadly to avoid any impacts to the delivery of healthcare. Essential businesses shall comply 
with social distancing. 

o Full details of the Kleberg County order can be found here. 
 
Llano County 
Lee County 
Leon County 
Liberty County 
Limestone County 
Live Oak County 
Llano County 
Madison County 
Marion County 
Maverick County 
Milam County 
 
• Milam County: No social gatherings of 10 or more except for business activities or other 

essential services, which are not defined. 
o Judge Steven Young issued shelter in place March 23 to May 4.  
o Full details of the Milam County order can be found here. 

 
McLennan County 
 
• City of Waco/McLennan County: This order provides that "Healthcare Operations" include 

veterinary care and all healthcare services provided to animals. This exemption shall be 
construed broadly to avoid any impacts to the delivery of healthcare.  

o Judge Scott Felton and Mayor Deaver declared an emergency shelter-in-place order 
for the City of Waco on March 24.  

o Full details of the City of Waco order can be found here.  
o Full details of the McLennan County order can be found here. 

 
Montgomery County 
Nacogdoches County 
Navarro County 
Newton County 
Nueces County 
 
• Nueces County: Veterinary clinics are essential businesses listed under “essential healthcare 

operations.” The order provides that, “Healthcare operations also includes veterinary care 
and all health and welfare services provided to animals. This exemption shall be viewed 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/14ck2TCbS94GRIL2mwmbxndcrSXLtzcsJ/view
http://www.co.kenedy.tx.us/upload/page/4734/2020/Kenedy%20Countys%20Stay%20at%20Home%20Order%20Dated%20March%2031%202020.pdf
http://www.co.kleberg.tx.us/upload/page/6321/order.pdf
http://www.co.kleberg.tx.us/upload/page/6321/order.pdf
https://www.co.llano.tx.us/upload/page/0988/2020/Order%20Llano%20County%20Stay%20Safe-Stay%20Home%2003-30-2020.pdf
http://www.co.lee.tx.us/upload/page/5434/order040120at7pm.pdf
https://www.co.leon.tx.us/upload/page/4918/Leon%20County%20Shelter%20in%20Place.pdf
https://newtools.cira.state.tx.us/upload/page/4833/docs/ExecutiveOrder.StaySafeEmergencyMeasures.3.24.2020.pdf
http://www.co.limestone.tx.us/upload/page/9849/docs/20200402%20Limestone%20County%20Shelter%20In%20Place%20Order.pdf
http://www.co.live-oak.tx.us/upload/page/1238/2020/Joint%20Order%20to%20stay%20at%20home.pdf
https://www.co.llano.tx.us/upload/page/0988/2020/Order%20Llano%20County%20Stay%20Safe-Stay%20Home%2003-30-2020.pdf
http://www.co.madison.tx.us/upload/page/0434/COVID-19/Final%20Order%20No%202.pdf
http://www.co.marion.tx.us/upload/page/1263/2020/Marion%20County%20Essential%20Operations%20Order.pdf
https://co.maverick.tx.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/5th-Emergency-Declaration.pdf
file://rdcprof/user_data/tamorehe/Desktop/TMorehead/TMorehead/TXLEGE/Legislative%20Updates/COVID/here
https://www.milamcounty.net/upload/page/8872/Order%20Declaring%20a%20Local%20State%20of%20Disaster%20for%20Milam%20County%203%2023%202020.pdf
http://co.mclennan.tx.us/DocumentCenter/View/10097/Amended-Order-Directing-All-Individuals-to-Shelter-at-Their-Place-of-Residence-PDF---ADA
https://www.waco-texas.com/pdf/press-releases/Emergency%20Declaration_SIGNED%20032320.pdf
http://co.mclennan.tx.us/DocumentCenter/View/10097/Amended-Order-Directing-All-Individuals-to-Shelter-at-Their-Place-of-Residence-PDF---ADA
https://ago-item-storage.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/cc367b2a473542a8a5d91db614c775a3/Shelter_in_Place-Woodlands_Conservatory.pdf?X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEBQaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJHMEUCIQDzRkVoiI6YZKAve%2Bpa%2FsaqBvB99bfWtJVelQ2%2BPHM77AIgBdC9UUDCvcLVMOx3CayTOIT%2B%2FvsMeSll%2FxBNQFwXrocqtAMIHRAAGgw2MDQ3NTgxMDI2NjUiDIBpi3UY2Cax3Jly1yqRA5BMLSVxWE0ddeviZzrydqvK6yPJ0CLCBRCweB8hyYXA9%2FZIef7dd%2BLXCeu7kfHV7KqYikqUXLOQBGbENLPGFeO2RP8S9SzkT7HHPlm%2FkBVGhVA4ql1mmSmDfkXveflr21mO9iOgNdibwYa1vKxCpj9eTcGPVbrwv9c5WZ4%2F9gP6XK0vQbS3KrGgZ78BVC9wq9kjhvm3jgS6lCuddhV9s9zdrDqoTStBTXdzOx6HOQyzaqq%2BprfA%2FoQg7cXcBPWG4RxOK1lA5QQmOSxNhAO6HNjrf%2FbiCDzEoT%2Bgb1A5lekqx6%2FOZiqQ4FtpYJjC1Y0lHx%2BRZJsBrM4LlKSC5RPx8HbBUYaVHtT%2F8PTCmyWDwGdH0lYIz2kQpLgHD0BiBbslTpG0qw8OtidSvne%2BenX%2FK5zKmgYWBha%2Fo2JiIBaYBYSbdPTKUQZ1loJavA10t4q%2FPkcbFgyfSf2jBtD6ssAn92XHrPVKCemndS6MVjT26CwV1sO9LDq%2Bywkm3teNcyxa%2BkHquTeuQmc4%2BNxGuy8iiINrML63jvQFOusByEvvUma%2FmIPJuskrnP%2F%2BKOwM7ElNJlI2%2FNGW%2FX8fwx4ki9djveeoy0uZNVh3gMtucl2zkIpTVl2vgOis2Md%2BhaidvCGW2izRQN9lv%2FfQP%2BiPCF0RBqt9HKFWKXR1J30zFwH8XYu%2Foi0XfxpIc4Yg3sWYUASH1Kz0s54j2ykSsCFomS1%2BN%2Be3jXtmqi9jY1KLyxm1vQqkCISJyJdedqRy2MlJSOYCrXkNXGU2WHaaqnJ2YmGnL3vfRn3hsk0M2sTn9hlm9H8qdf7a%2FoddjBozoaAlB1ujxeTA6PqWKApLCBRCuSOrzXuRP%2BiR4Q%3D%3D&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20200331T210059Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAYZTTEKKE5PHXLC73%2F20200331%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=88b130a873e6360dd92baa68fef8f113652e2fb9aa818590e0af0253d317f42c
https://www.co.nacogdoches.tx.us/Covid-19/Files/20200329%20Amended%20Disaster%20Declaration.pdf?v20200329140434
https://newtools.cira.state.tx.us/upload/page/4283/docs/CountyClerk/OpenMeetings/2020/2020-046%20NAVCO%20DISASTER%20DECLARATION%20AMENDMENT%20200324.pdf
http://www.co.newton.tx.us/upload/page/3494/docs/Public%20Notice/Stay%20at%20Home%20Third%20Amended%20Emergency%20Order%2003%2030%202020.pdf
https://www.nuecesco.com/Home/ShowDocument?id=24936


broadly to avoid any impacts to the delivery of healthcare. The order further provides that, 
“Healthcare operations do not include elective medical, surgical and dental procedures 
pursuant to Section 2(f) of this Order.” “(f) All elective medical, surgical, and dental 
procedures are prohibited anywhere in the City of Denton. Hospitals, ambulatory surgery 
centers, dental offices, and other medical facilities are directed to identify procedures that are 
deemed "elective" by assessing which procedures can be postponed or canceled based on 
patient risk considering the emergency need for the redirection of resources to COVID-19 
response. 

o Judge Barbara Canales issued a shelter-in-place order to be effective March 26 
through April 8. 

o Full details of the Nueces County order can be found here. 
 
Orange County 
Panola County 
Pecos County 
Potter County 
Polk County 
Presidio County 
Randall County 
Refugio County 
Robertson County 
 
• Robertson County: The order lists veterinary care provided to animals as a “healthcare 

operation” to include “veterinary care and all health and welfare services provided to 
animals.” This exemption shall be viewed broadly to avoid any impacts to the delivery of 
healthcare. 

o Judge Charles Ellison issued a shelter-in-place order to be effective March 25 through 
April 8.  

o Full details of the Robertson County order can be found here. 
 
Rockwall County 
 
• Rockwell County: Veterinary clinics are essential businesses listed under “essential 

healthcare operations.” The order provides that, “Healthcare operations also includes 
veterinary care and all health and welfare services provided to animals. This exemption shall 
be viewed broadly to avoid any impacts to the delivery of healthcare.” The order further 
provides that, “Healthcare operations do not include elective medical, surgical and dental 
procedures pursuant to Section 2(f) of this Order. (f) All elective medical, surgical and dental 
procedures are prohibited anywhere in the City of Denton. Hospitals, ambulatory surgery 
centers, dental offices, and other medical facilities are directed to identify procedures that are 
deemed "elective" by assessing which procedures can be postponed or canceled based on 
patient risk considering the emergency need for the redirection of resources to COVID-19 
response. 

o County Judge David Sweet has issued a shelter-in-place order for all Rockwall County 
residents March 24 through April 15. 

https://www.nuecesco.com/Home/ShowDocument?id=24936
http://www.co.orange.tx.us/Front_Page/THIRD%20AMENDED%20EMERGENCY%20ORDER%2003.27.2020.pdf
http://www.co.panola.tx.us/upload/page/2889/2020%20Home/DeclarationLocalDisaster3.25.2020.pdf
https://www.co.pecos.tx.us/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Limited-Shelter-in-Place-Order-ref-Covid19-passed-in-Court-on-040220.pdf
https://www.co.potter.tx.us/upload/page/7380/docs/COVID%203.30.20.pdf
https://www.co.polk.tx.us/upload/page/3552/Polk%20County%20Executive%20Order%20-%20Order%20to%20Stay%20Home.pdf
http://www.co.presidio.tx.us/upload/page/9847/docs/Stay%20Safe%20Stay%20Home.pdf
https://randallcounty.com/DocumentCenter/View/1147/Order-Re-Essential-Services-ExecutedPDF
https://newtools.cira.state.tx.us/upload/page/1085/2020/ORDER%20040120.pdf
https://www.co.robertson.tx.us/upload/page/5864/docs/Robertson%20County%20Order%20-%20Shelter%20in%20Place.pdf
https://www.co.robertson.tx.us/upload/page/5864/docs/Robertson%20County%20Order%20-%20Shelter%20in%20Place.pdf
https://www.rockwallcountytexas.com/DocumentCenter/View/5243/Signed-and-filed-3-24-20


o Full details can be found here.  
 
San Jacinto County 
Scurry County 
Smith County 
Starr County 
Stephens County 
Swisher County 
Tarrant County 
 
• City of Fort Worth/Tarrant County: Veterinary care provided to animals is an essential 

business listed under “essential healthcare services.” The order further provides that, 
“Healthcare operations do not include elective medical, surgical and dental procedures.” 
“(11) All elective medical, surgical, and dental procedures are prohibited anywhere in the City 
of Fort Worth. Hospitals, ambulatory surgery centers, dental offices and other medical 
facilities are directed to identify procedures that are deemed ‘elective’ by assessing which 
procedures can be postponed or cancelled based on patient risk considering the emergency 
need for redirection of resources to COVID-19 response.” 

o Mayor Betsy Price and Judge Whitley implemented “stay home, work safe” 
restrictions March 24 through April 3 (city) and April 7 (county). 

o Full details of the City of Fort Worth order can be found here. 
o Full details of the Tarrant County order can be found here. 

 
Taylor County 
Terry County 
Travis County 
 
• City of Austin/Travis County: Veterinary services are essential businesses listed under 

“healthcare services,” includes all healthcare services provided to animals and provides that 
the exemption shall be viewed broadly to avoid any impacts to the delivery of healthcare.  

o Mayor Adler issued a “stay home, work safe” order March 24 through April 13.  
o The full City of Austin order can be found here. 

 
Tyler County 
Val Verde County 
Victoria County 
Webb County 
Wichita County 
Willacy County 
Wood County 
Young County 
Williamson County 
 
• Williamson County: The order provides that healthcare operations include veterinary care 

and all healthcare and welfare services provided to animals. This exemption shall be 
construed broadly to avoid any impacts to the delivery of healthcare, broadly defined. 

https://www.rockwallcountytexas.com/DocumentCenter/View/5243/Signed-and-filed-3-24-20
http://www.co.san-jacinto.tx.us/upload/page/6905/EMERGENCY%20ORDER%20COVID-19.pdf
http://www.co.scurry.tx.us/upload/page/7080/Stay%20Home%20Order%20Signed.pdf
https://www.smith-county.com/home/showdocument?id=9082
http://www.co.starr.tx.us/upload/page/6463/docs/CountyWideStayHome.pdf
http://www.co.stephens.tx.us/upload/page/2574/2020%20Home/2020_03_23_14_10_56.pdf
http://www.co.swisher.tx.us/upload/page/7275/SHELTER%20IN%20PLACE%20ORDER.pdf
http://www.tarrantcounty.com/content/dam/main/global/Covid-19/covid-19-EO-stay-at-home-amended-signed03-24-20.pdf
http://fortworthtexas.gov/COVID-19/
http://www.tarrantcounty.com/content/dam/main/global/Covid-19/covid-19-EO-stay-at-home-amended-signed03-24-20.pdf
http://www.taylorcountytexas.org/DocumentCenter/View/2028/Taylor-County-Disaster-Declaration-3-26-20
https://county.org/TAC/media/TACMedia/Legal/Declarations/County-Terry-3rd-Ratification-Stay-at-home-order-40220.pdf
http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Order%2020200324-007%20-%20Stay%20Home%20-%20Work%20Safe.pdf
http://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Order%2020200324-007%20-%20Stay%20Home%20-%20Work%20Safe.pdf
http://www.co.tyler.tx.us/upload/page/3281/docs/Emergency/Second%20Executive%20Order%2003282020.PDF
http://valverdecounty.texas.gov/DocumentCenter/View/3463/Shelter-In-Place-Order
https://www.victoriatx.org/home/showdocument?id=19409
https://www.webbcountytx.gov/COVID-19/EmergencyOrder/3-27-2020ShelterinplaceRevised330.pdf
http://www.wichitafallstx.gov/DocumentCenter/View/33439/O-15-2020-Shelter-in-Place-Amended-2020331---signed
http://www.co.willacy.tx.us/upload/page/6508/docs/Annoucements/Shelter%20In%20Place%20Order.pdf
https://www.mywoodcounty.com/upload/page/0175/docs/Amended%20Order%20of%20Declaration%20of%20Local%20Disaster%20Stay%20Home%20Stay%20Safe%20Order%20040120.pdf
http://www.co.young.tx.us/upload/page/2041/2020/First%20Amended%20to%20Local%20Declaration.pdf
https://www.wilco.org/Portals/0/Departments/Searchable_Stay%20Home%20Stay%20Safe%20Order%20-%20Judge%20Bill%20Gravell%20Jr%20-%20COVID-19%20%28Adopted%20March%2024%202020%29.pdf


Healthcare operations do not include elective medical, surgical and dental procedures. 
Hospitals, ambulatory surgery centers, dental offices and other medical facilities are directed 
to identify procedures that are deemed "elective" by assessing which procedures can be 
postponed or cancelled based on patient risk considering the emergency need for redirection 
of resources to the current public health and safety concerns.  

o Judge Bill Gravell issued a “stay home, stay safe” order that shall be effective March 
24 to April 13. 

o Full details of the Williamson County order can be found here. 
 
 
 

CITIES 
 

City of Dallas: Veterinary clinics are essential businesses listed under “essential healthcare 
operations.” The order provides that, “Healthcare operations also includes veterinary care and 
all health and welfare services provided to animals.” This exemption shall be viewed broadly to 
avoid any impacts to the delivery of healthcare. The order further provides that, “Healthcare 
operations do not include elective medical, surgical and dental procedures.” “(f) All elective 
medical, surgical and dental procedures are prohibited anywhere in Dallas County. Hospitals, 
ambulatory surgery centers, dental offices and other medical facilities are directed to identify 
procedures that are deemed ‘elective’ by assessing which procedures can be postponed or 
cancelled based on patient risk considering the emergency need for redirection of resources to 
COVID-19 response.” According to the City of Dallas FAQs (linked below), exempted services do 
not include elective veterinary medical, surgical and dental procedures.  

o Dallas has begun community-wide testing (must show symptoms).  
o Mayor Johnson clarified his order to include all residents within the city limits of 

Dallas, regardless if their residence falls within the Dallas County lines.  
o Full details of the City of Dallas order can be found here.  

 
 
Lubbock 
 
• City of Lubbock: Veterinary clinics are specifically listed as essential businesses that may 

continue to operate provided federal and CDC guidelines are followed, including affirmative 
steps to ensure that social distancing of six feet is maintained.  

o Mayor Pope announced the closure of all non-essential businesses. The order runs 
March 24 through April 3.  

o Full details of the City of Lubbock order can be found here.  
 
Waco 

  Lampasas 
 
• City of Lampasas: The order provides that, “Healthcare operations also includes veterinary 

care and all health and welfare services provided to animals.” This exemption shall be viewed 
broadly to avoid any impacts to the delivery of healthcare. 

https://www.wilco.org/Portals/0/Departments/Searchable_Stay%20Home%20Stay%20Safe%20Order%20-%20Judge%20Bill%20Gravell%20Jr%20-%20COVID-19%20%28Adopted%20March%2024%202020%29.pdf
https://dallascityhall.com/DCH%20Documents/covid19/FAQ%20stay%20at%20home%20regulations%20-%20ENGLISH.pdf
https://ci.lubbock.tx.us/storage/images/gydhV08f2N2BiaP1HeOB206SNZQ3HD4vmo31R9Ud.pdf
https://ci.lubbock.tx.us/storage/images/gydhV08f2N2BiaP1HeOB206SNZQ3HD4vmo31R9Ud.pdf
http://co.mclennan.tx.us/DocumentCenter/View/10097/Amended-Order-Directing-All-Individuals-to-Shelter-at-Their-Place-of-Residence-PDF---ADA
https://www.lampasas.org/DocumentCenter/View/2083/City-of-Lampasas-Declaration-of-Disaster--Public-Health


o Mayor Misti Talbert issued a shelter-in-place order to be effective through April 3.  
o Full details of the City of Lampasas order can be found here. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

https://www.lampasas.org/DocumentCenter/View/2083/City-of-Lampasas-Declaration-of-Disaster--Public-Health

